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ABSTRACT 

 

The plant Ricinus communis Linn. has been used traditionally as a cure for various diseases 

which includes acute constipation, intestinal inflammation, and rheumatism and as a form of 

birth control. This study aims to assess the genotoxicity of the leaves of R. communis. The crude 

methanolic and aqueous extract of the plant’s leaves were subjected to in vivo genotoxicity 

assays and phytochemical screening. Comet assay and peripheral blood micronucleus test in 

mice were employed in the genotoxicity screening. Phytochemical screening of the plant 

extracts showed the presence of the following compounds: acidic compounds, flavonoids, 

glycosides, phenols, phlobatannins, reducing sugar’s, resins, saponins, sterols, steroids, tannins 
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